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 Generic global overview of the family 

 Diversities that are emerging  

 How social work education is challenged with 
new theories and interventions based on new 
structures 

 We would need to focus on the beliefs in 
society and the attitudes against a change in 
family structure; deal with stigma of single 
parent families or same sex families and 
other concerns 

 



 Has been seen as a primary association and a 
microcosm of the larger society and political 
state.  

 Dysfunction in family ultimately leads to 
disruption of the broader social order. 

 



Functionalists* believe the nuclear family 
performs four essential functions to meet 
the needs of society and its members:  

 Stable satisfaction of the sex drive    
 Reproduction of the next generation  
 Socialisation of the young  
 Meeting its members’ economic needs  
 Joint, extended families have production 

for survival, resource building and 
resource pooling as additional 
components.  

 
 

 
 



 Patriarchal values rule: paternal authority, 
fault-punishment for immediate justice, 
and maintaining order   

 Women having none or less rights, no control 
over their bodies, sexuality, reproduction, 
labour, decision making and resources  

 Children have very little say due to hierarchy. 
It teaches them to accept “authority”, which 
mirrors the hierarchy of boss-worker in 
paid employment in later life. 

 



 

Giving up on the family as an 
institution  

 

 

Transforming it / changing it to 
suit the changing conditions 

 

 
 
 
 

 Alternatives suggested by 
Radical Feminists –  

- women only communes,  
- Matrifocal households,  
- practicing political   
lesbianism  
- practicing political celibacy 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 Accepting newer structures of 
families (single parent, same 
sex couple, single parent 
adoption, living in undefined 
partnerships) 

 Having supportive policies and 
infrastructure for women 

 Encourage greater equality 
/ democracy within 
relationships 
 





 Globalization has  led to increase in ‘riskiness of 
risks’ and de-traditionalisation*. Exposure to 
new ideas, cultures and structures, has led to 
reflecting on one’s life and changing it to suit 
oneself (= reflexivity).  

 Processes of individualization are reflected in 
decreasing marriage rates, increasing rates of 
divorce or separation and remarriage or 
recoupling as well as a rising number of non-
traditional forms of living together as a family. 

 



A recent US census analysis (2005 to 2011) shows 
some fundamental changes occurring in family set 
up: 
 The portion of American households made up of 

married couples with children under 18, fell to 20 
percent  (2012) from 40 percent (in 1970)   

 The share of people living alone, meanwhile, rose 
10 percentage points, to 27 percent 

 A 33 percent increase in households where at 
least one parent was unemployed  

 More mothers have entered the work force and  
 There is an increasing dependence on food 

stamps. 
 

 



 Severe economic recession, acute and 
prolonged periods of unemployment, 
increasing insecurity causing people to 
think of alternatives.  

 Growing uncertainty in the labour market 
forces families to deal with periods of 

  unemployment, shifting working hours and     
precarious labour conditions 



 Ongoing violent conflicts, militancy 
attacks, mass migrations (especially 
faced by European countries) 

 Societies will be experiencing a growing 
cultural diversity  



 Urbanisation is forcing joint families to nuclearise and at 
the same time there is a movement towards extended/ 
joint families as children and grand children need support.  

 Nuclear families where both parents are working create 
work- family balance issues.  

 Joint and extended families are likely to see conflicts 
between generations increasing family breakdowns. Thus, 
there is an increasing importance of multigenerational 
bonds. 

  Changing relations within the family, demand changes in 
gender roles as well as significant changes in parenting 
styles and parenting practices. 

 The latter leads to a growing variety of parent–child 
relationships and a generally changing role of children 
inside the family* .  



 Demographic changes like postponement of childbirth and 
generally decreasing number of children are likely to be seen. 
 

 Improved health status allows three or even more generations of 
the same family to share a longer lifespan than ever before*.   
 

 In recent times HIV and AIDS has exacerbated the pressures and 
pain of poverty as well as posed special challenges for families 
to function in accordance with cultural expectations and to hold 
together as a unit.  
 

 Chronic illness in the parent can change family roles causing 
anger or guilt. Family members can become isolated. The ability 
of HIV-positive parents and caregivers to care for their children 
is also impaired, as poverty induced by HIV/AIDS increases the 
risk of illness and death among children**. 
 



 Same sex couple family 

 Single parent family (divorced, separated, 
widowed) 

 Adoptive single parent families  

 Blended families 

 Matrifocal households 

 

 



 The gay rights movement has asserted every 
individual's right to create and define their own 
relationships and family, where they seek safety, 
happiness, and self-actualization of each 
individual.  

 Same sex couples see family as a series of 
everyday practices.  "We live family rather than 
dwell within it. ... Family is what we do“*. 

 They view friendships as more salient and 
permanent in their lives than heterosexuals.  

 Their  narratives of family often stress equality 
among the partners in contrast to perceived 
inequalities among heterosexual couples.  



 Today, in addition to divorced, separated, widowed single 
parents, there are unmarried cohabiting single-parents.  

 One of the recent studies* shows that  
- Not all single parent households experience multiple 

problems, nor are all children adversely affected by 
divorce.  

- Parents and children can be helped to improve their 
communication skills, and broaden their social support 
systems.  

- Professionals can help parents in working through 
effective custody agreements. Joint custody arrangements 
appear to be particularly beneficial to female parents.  

- Need more research studies on Single parent families 
focusing on what is different and its multifaceted impacts 
on parent and children 
 



 Single women / or men who do not wish to enter into 
marriage or any other form of couple can be given 
the choice of creating their own family. However 
many agencies refuse to accept this perspective as 
can be seen in India*.  

 Even in a country like USA about  30 % of children are 
adopted by single parents**.  

 Although there are some changes in our attitudes 
toward adoption there is still stigma attached to 
adoptees and adoptive parents.  

 There is currently a dearth of guidelines for 
practitioners that address the effects of the 
stigmatized social position of both adoptees and 
their adoptive parents.  
 
 
 



 Those that will encourage greater equality 
within relationships and help women cope 
with the practicalities of daily life.  

 One example of supportive policies is 
changing the working hours and culture 
associated with many jobs that assume a 
non-working wife to take care of the children. 



 

Focused on three major themes :   

confronting family poverty,  

ensuring work-family balance,  

and advancing social integration &  
intergenerational solidarity. 

 



Monaco  

 Women received social protection benefits so 
they could balance their family and work lives.   

 There were also family services available in 
Monaco such as assistance for housing and home 
care for sick children.   

 There were subsidies to families, such as for 
low-income, single-parent families or for 
families with disabilities.  

  The policies also extended to older persons and 
their care.  



 Brazil :  

 Success story of the national “family stipend” 
programme.  (included different kinds of 
families — single parent, no children, same 
sex, no parent families)  and helping 
36 million Brazilians come out of poverty 

 



 

Norway:   

While families should be the safest places for 
children, many children were subjected to 
corporal punishment by their 
caregivers.  Therefore, Norway would be 
launching a new action plan to intensify efforts 
to prevent violence against children. 

 



 Training students to work with different 
forms of family structure  

 This would require both faculty and 
students to reflect on their own attitudes 
towards differently structured families and 
learn to accept changes in society 

 Learn new skills and attitudes towards 
providing support to differently structured 
families 
 



 Undertake social work research for 
developing insights into the functioning of 
differently structured families 

 Locate new field placements eg. Working with 
LGBT groups 

 Train practitioners in supervision for 
placements in these new areas of intervention 



 Skills in working with families using family 
life development approach (attitudes, family 
dynamics, information dissemination, child as 
active participant) 

 Develop data on differently structured 
families to Influence state policy 
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